[Iatrogenic biliary lithogenesis in surgery].
Iatrogenic biliary lithogenesis has been often observed in surgery. The authors, on the basis of the personal experience and literature, have tried to point out its etiologic factors and give a common interpretation to its different clinical manifestations observed in surgery. This study reports 19 patients who underwent total gastrectomy with truncal vagotomy and postoperative TPN and subsequently serial ultrasonographic scans to determine content and volume of the gallbladder. In 5 patients it was possible to take out a bile sample daily, using a naso-duodenal tube, for chemical analysis. In 10 out of 19 patients postoperative ultrasonography revealed the fast appearance of biliary sludge; 6 of the latter 10 developed microlithiasis. In all cases examined ultrasounds revealed a defect of the contractility of the gallbladder and the microscopic analysis of bile content showed pigment granules. The authors underline how different etiologic factors are involved in different clinical models. They conclude that gallstones observed in their experience are mostly pigmentary and are quickly formed owing to the interaction of many etiological factors. Finally prophylactic measures are discussed.